
timescolonist.com | TIMES COLONISTA4 T H E  I S L A N DWEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2021

asset management corporation

Investing in mortgages for 27 years

250.382.9255
1.866.382.9255
fisgard.com/investments

CASH - RRSP
TFSA - RRIF
RESP - RDSP

*NET CASH is what investors receive after expenses. Read Fisgard’s Offering Memorandum which details risk.
Investments are not guaranteed, returns may fluctuate, and past performance may not be repeated.

• $1,000 minimum investment

• Fisgard Capital has provided uninterrupted
income and growth from mortgage
investments secured exclusively by
valuable Canadian Real Estate.

• Use our Pre-Authorized Debit ($25/mon
minimum) to accelerate the growth of your
investment.

• Move your RRSP, TFSA, RRIF and CASH
plans to Fisgard. Act now --- we handle the
transfer for you.

2ND QUARTER 2021

Groundbreaking next month for new Nigel House

JEFF BELL 
Times Colonist

Ava Mittermuller is one of 26 
adults with disabilities who call 
Nigel House home.

The facility — near the Saan-
ich municipal hall — provides 
its residents with complex care 
to deal with a range of condi-
tions. Most residents, who are 
as young as 19, have physical 
disabilities and mental-health 
issues, and need assistance with 
day-to-day activities.

Many of them, including 
55-year-old Mittermuller, use 
wheelchairs.

Their disabilities can be con-
genital, from a motor-vehicle 
incident, or from cancer or a 
stroke. In Mittermuller’s case, 
she was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis at 21.

As a teenager, her legs would 
give out while she was running 
in gym class. She went to the 
doctor after collapsing at home.

Mittermuller has been at 
Nigel House for about five years 
and is happy there, said her 
mother, Avril Colpitts.

“She loves it there and the 
staff is fabulous,” said Colpitts, 
adding while the pandemic 
 curtailed their outings for a 
time, they have still been able 
to share their love of music. 
“We’re both into the same kind 
of music,” she said. “Rock and 
roll, of course.”

Built in the 1970s, Nigel 
House is aging and beyond 
repair, however, with narrow 
hallways, and washrooms and an 
elevator that are too small for 
wheelchairs.

With that in mind, the 
 Broadmead Care Society — 
which directs care at Nigel 

House — has been working 
for the past six years toward 
 creating a new Nigel House.

The result is the $3-million 
New Home for Nigel House 
Campaign, which aims to 
increase the number of spaces 
for adults with disabilities to 41, 
while adding 37 assisted-living 
units and 10 affordable-housing 
units. Almost $2.5 million has 

been raised so far.
The ground-breaking for the 

project will be in October and 
construction should take  
about two years, with the new 
building to be built close to the 
original on property off Vernon 
Avenue.

The Ralmax Group of 
 Companies was one of the first 
donors to the campaign, with its 

contribution set to be used for 
an outdoor patio that includes 
planter boxes for residents who 
want to garden.

One of Nigel House’s 
 residents is a former employee 
of Ralmax. A diabetic, he lost 
consciousness while driving  
and hit a power pole, ending 
up blind and with a lower-leg 
 amputation.

Colpitts said Nigel House resi-
dents are “just regular,  ordinary 
people that had something hap-
pen outside their control and 
they’re trying to make the best 
of it.”

“The better the place that 
they’re living, the better the 
chance of living life as fully as 
possible.”
jbell@timescolonist.com

Resident Ava Mittermuller in her room at Nigel House, where she’s lived for the past five years.  DARREN STONE, TIMES COLONIST

New home  
for adults with 
disabilities to be 
completed in 2 years

North Saanich residents oppose greater housing density
ANDREW A. DUFFY
Times Colonist

Some residents opposed to the 
way the District of North Saan-
ich is carrying out a review of 
its Official Community Plan say 
tweaks to the process, changes 
to some of the proposed con-
cepts and a promise to improve 
communication with residents 
are too little and too late to get 
them onside.

North Saanich resident Paige 
Gibson said while she is pleased 
by a move to pull densification 
proposals from certain neigh-
bourhoods and the promise of 
more robust engagement, the 
steps fall far short of what she 
was hoping for.

Gibson, who is part of a group 
calling itself Save North Saanich, 
which has described the process 
as flawed from the start, said 
the team leading a review of the 
existing plan seems determined 
to push density and development 
on what is largely a rural com-
munity.

“The fact there is not some-
thing more moderate there 
speaks to the intention of this 
process,” she said, noting the 
consultants hired to lead the 
review process have instead 
offered options that suggest 
there could be thousands of new 
housing units in some parts of 
the municipality.

The review team has shown 
slides suggesting there is capac-
ity to build as many as 11,000 

new units of housing in the 
municipality.

“It’s been pretty alarming to 
see those numbers,” she said, 
adding maintaining the status 
quo has never been mentioned as 
an option. “The overall impres-
sion from the community’s per-
spective is: ‘Do you want this 
much density or this much?’ ”

Gibson and others have sug-
gested the process has paid little 
attention to agricultural issues, 
the environment and climate 
change, despite those being iden-
tified as key issues in the largely 
rural area.

“It’s amazing how determined 
this process is and focused this 
process is toward development 

and densification,” she said.
North Saanich Mayor Geoff 

Orr shares some of those con-
cerns. He and his council used a 
day-long workshop last week to 
try to address some of the issues 
and establish a new path for the 
process.

In an interview, Orr said 
there had been too much focus 
on housing and densification to 
the point that some community 
residents believe that’s all the 
process is about.

Orr said the day-long session 
allowed council to suggest new 
directions for the review team, 
tweak high-level concepts the 
consultants have created and 
hopefully stress the importance 

of improving communication 
and engagement with the com-
munity.

“This was about how we chart 
a path forward,” he said.

In an emotional opening 
address to the workshop, Orr 
acknowledged “public trust has 
been strained” and said he hoped 
the workshop would start to 
remedy that.

“It was important to say that 
— I wanted to make sure that we 
were transparent and acknowl-
edged exactly what we have 
heard [from the community],” 
he said. “People have legitimate 
concerns.”

He said while some in the 
community may not like aspects 
of the process, and resist the 
idea of adding densification in 
some areas, it’s important to 
understand that nothing is set in 
stone and all options are on the 
table.

“We will do our best to do 
things differently going forward 
and engage in that dialogue, but 
we will still have to make some 
hard decisions on some of these 
topic areas that are not neces-
sarily [popular],” he said.

During the workshop, district 
council, the review team and 
district staff considered the 
feedback so far and highlighted 
concepts up for consideration, 
including establishing “neigh-
bourhood nooks” that would 
diversify land use in residential 
areas, creating “agricultural 
hubs” to enhance farming activ-

ity with production facilities and 
even some mixed-use land, intro-
ducing sensitive infill, expand-
ing a community hub in Deep 
Cove and establishing McTavish 
Village as the focus of dealing 
with the area’s housing needs.

Gibson would like to see the 
process stopped until the end of 
the pandemic, which she said 
has made community engage-
ment difficult. “Even if I loved 
the direction this was going, I 
would still say this is a roadmap 
for the next 20 years for the 
municipality and there should be 
zero impediments to participa-
tion.”

She would also like to see the 
status quo on the table as an 
option. “It shouldn’t just be do 
you want the apartment build-
ings here or over here,” Gibson 
said.

The review team is due back 
at council in November with a 
new engagement plan and what 
Orr hopes will be enhanced con-
cepts and ideas. After that, there 
will be another round of public 
consultation.

Gibson said they may still get 
an icy response, as a number of 
residents simply don’t believe 
them anymore.

“There is a big trust problem 
there,” she said, noting people 
have been writing in with their 
concerns for more than a year. 
“But at no point have more 
restrained options been outlined 
and put on the table.”
aduffy@timescolonist.com

North Saanich Mayor Geoff Orr says there has been too much focus 
on housing and densification during the district’s Official Community 
Plan review, to the point that some community residents believe 
that’s all the process is about.  DARREN STONE, TIMES COLONIST

Two rescued after boat catches 
fire and sinks off north Island
Times Colonist

Two people in a rowboat were 
rescued from rough 4.5-metre-
high seas and strong winds off 
northern Vancouver Island Mon-
day after their pleasure boat 
caught fire and sank.

 A joint effort by federal res-
cue personnel, a private pilot and 
crew on a fishing boat ensured 
the two were brought to safety.

 The two on the 14-metre-long 
pleasure boat sent out a mayday 
call over the distress channel for 
maritime traffic at 1:30 p.m. on 
Monday. 

 But after the call went out, 
their location could not be 
pinpointed by the Joint Rescue 
Co-ordination Centre, Sub.-Lieut. 
Joshua Ehnisz said Tuesday.

At the same time, however, a 
floatplane pilot reported seeing 
smoke from a vessel on fire. Two 
people were spotted rowing in 
the area in a dinghy.

 Two aircraft were sent out 
from 442 Squadron in Comox — 
a Buffalo plane and a Cormorant 
helicopter. 

 The Canadian Coast Guard 

vessel Gordon Reid and lifeboat 
Pachena Bay were also dis-
patched.

 The Buffalo was first to 
arrive and dropped two sea 
rescue kits to the people in the 
small boat. A backup life raft 
was also dropped in case they 
needed it.

 Waiting for the Buffalo was 
the floatplane, which remained 
in the area until official rescue 
personnel arrived.

 It would have been difficult 
for the people in the rowboat to 
reach shore because along with 
the poor sea conditions, the area 
was rimmed with rocks, Ehnisz 
said.

 Rescue officials were able 
to re-route a local fishing boat 
that went to the rowboat and 
took the two people on board. 
The Pachena Bay met the fish-
ing boat and the two people were 
transferred to that vessel, where 
they were checked out and it 
was determined they were not 
injured. 

Ehnisz said the rescue took 
about two hours. The two people  
were taken to Port Hardy.

RCMP looking for 
driver, passenger 
who walked away 
from Colwood 
rollover
West Shore RCMP are asking for 
the public’s assistance in locat-
ing the driver and passenger of 
a vehicle that rolled over onto 
its roof in the 700 block of Kelly 
Road in Colwood shortly after  
7 p.m. on Monday.

The vehicle, a grey Mazda3 
Sport, was westbound on Kelly 
Road when it crashed into a cul-
vert, flipped and hit a utility pole 
before coming to a rest on its 
roof. Witnesses told police they 
saw a man and woman leave the 
vehicle and walk away from the 
scene.

“The initial cause of the col-
lision remains unknown,” said 
Const. Alex Bérubé, spokesper-
son for the West Shore RCMP.

B.C. Hydro replaced the 
 utility pole later in the evening.

Anyone with information 
regarding the crash is asked to 
contact West Shore RCMP at 
250-474-2264.
— Times Colonist


